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Poster Session G: Outreach and Databases

OSCAR isapilot processing system and data center delivering tropical Pacific Ocean surface velocity fields viathe Internet

(www.oscar .noaa.gov). Surface currents are computed from satellite altimeter and vector wind data using methods developed during

National
Oceanographic
Partnerships
Program (NOPP)

the Topex/Poseidon altimeter research mission. OSCAR is atransition to operational oceanographic applications using Jason-1
altimeter data. The various uses include large scale climate diagnostics and prediction, oceanographic education and research, fisheries
management, monitoring debris drift, larvae drift, oil spills, fronts and eddies, search and rescue, naval and maritime operations, and
Idle curiosity. OSCAR provides velocity maps updated on a 1-week basis within 10 days of Jason altimeter measurements. Thisis
made possible by (1) the rapid availability of Jason-1 Interim Geophysical Data Records (IGDRs) within 2-3 days delay from the time
of satellite measurement, and (2) the fact that Jason-1 IGDR data approach the accuracy of scientific Topex/Poseidon and Jason-1
altimeter Geophysical Data Records (GDRs) which are generally delayed 1-2 months. The velocity fields are published in the monthly

NOAA Climate Diagnostics Bulletin and are particularly useful in monitoring the recent evolution of ENSO conditions.

The pilot OSCAR web server allows user-selected geographic regions, display resolution and scaling of image display maps, as well as
access to the entire Topex/Poseldon/Jason-derived field from 1993-present.

10-Day Mean Ocean Surface Currents {meter/sec)
Centered on Seplember 6 2002
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Data comparison

East-west equatorial current:
Mean difference = 10 cm/s (0.2 Kt)
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MNear-realtime ocean surface currents

times per month, within
10 days of satellite
observations.

The Data Display link will
give you various options to
plot surface current maps
In any sub-area of the
tropical Pacific between
latitudes 35°N and 35°S.
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Latest realtime data

Pilot project for a NOAA/NESDIS
t Processing and Data Center

Mational Ocean Partnership Program (NOPP)

are displayed on the home page.

The web site Is presently being devel oped
and tested. We welcome your comments
for improving the latest online version.
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